
Dear Friends, 

Many thanks for your ongoing prayerful support of the Catholic Student Center at USF.  Each November I like to report to the 

community that I am serving how the last year went with time, talent and treasure which I call “First Fruits.”  The concept of First 

Fruits come from the Biblical roots of stewardship in which the best portion of everything that the people received was returned 

to the Lord.  Our response to God’s wonderful gifts is to return to Him a portion of what He has given us.  

Our fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends on June 30.  As far as our Treasure goes, on the reverse of this page is a report of the 

Income and Expenses of the Catholic Student Center for last year and shows that we had a great year with our revenues covering 

all of our expenses.  Since the end of the fiscal year, we did replace our Air Conditioning System which was over fifty years old 

with a newer and more efficient system.  In the areas of  Time and Talents, there seems to be a great growth of participation of 

the community in the liturgical ministries, providing dinners for the students and general upkeep of the Catholic Student Center. 

Over the summer, the pastoral leadership of the parish took a different direction as we joined together with the territorial parish 

of Corpus Christi where I became Pastor on July 1, 2015.  Having Fr. Justin Paskert on board has helped us put together a pastoral 

team of priests and deacons who serve both the parish and the Catholic Student Center.  The Catholic Student Center still retains 

its own budget and financial responsibilities, but is considered a mission of Corpus Christi which is the appropriate relationship in 

accord with the Canon Law of the Church.  In these short few months, Fr. Justin has continued to bring his priestly gifts of spiritu-

ality and leadership as he ministers to the students and community with great love and zeal.   

As we look to the future, our hope is that the construction will begin soon on the faith based housing in a partnership of the Dio-

cese of St. Petersburg and the Newman Student Housing Fund.  The first phase of the construction would enable about two hun-

dred students to live just steps from the Catholic Student Center in a beautiful housing complex in which they would able to re-

side in a faith filled community.  The construction will obviously have an impact on the Catholic Student Center, but it will make 

good use of the land that Archbishop Hurley purchased in the late 1960’s for our use today. 

Blessings to all of you! 

 

Fr. Mike Smith 


